
 In January 2013, the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Ani-
mal Plant and Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) adopted new rules and regula-
tions for the official identification of live-
stock moving interstate. Under the rule, 
cattle moved interstate must, unless oth-
erwise exempt, be officially identified and 
accompanied by an interstate certificate 
of veterinary inspection (ICVI) or other 
movement document.
 The new rule became effective two 
months later, on March 11, but gave live-
stock producers two years to comply with 
the revised criteria for official ear tags as 
a practical, common sense matter. Begin-
ning March 11, 2015, all official ear tags 
applied to animals must bear an official 
ear tag shield and follow one of the official 
animal numbering systems.
 The official ear tag shield is the graphic 
of the U.S. highway route shield with the 
characters “US” or the state postal ab-
breviation or tribal alpha code imprinted 
within the shield.
 The tags must have a nationally unique 
number that adheres to either the National 
Uniform Eartagging System (NUES) or 
the Animal Identification Number (AIN) 
and is permanently associated with the 
animal.
 The new rule is significant to Jersey 
breeders who consign animals to regional 
or national sales or sell cattle that will be 
moved across state lines. If you merchan-
dise cattle, it would be wise to incorporate 
either NUES or AIN tags in your perma-
nent identification protocol now to avoid 
unnecessary extra tagging when animals 
are moved interstate at a later date.
 In this month’s Jersey Jargon column, 
we’ll take a closer look at the two identifi-
cation options and provide a little history 
on why the new rules and regulations were 
adopted.

A Bit of Background
 The purpose of the new APHIS rule is 
to improve the livestock industry’s ability 
to trace livestock in the event that disease 
is found. Animal disease traceability, or 
knowing where disease and at-risk ani-
mals are, where they’ve been, and when, is 
very important to ensure a rapid response 
when animal disease events take place. An 
efficient animal disease traceability sys-
tem helps reduce the number of animals 
involved in an investigation and the time 

needed to respond and decreases the cost 
to producers and the government. And, 
it can boost consumer confidence in the 
safety of the domestic food supply.
 The ICVI, also called the health certifi-
cate, is an integral component of animal 
disease traceability. This document, issued 
by a federal, state, tribal or accredited vet-
erinarian, shows the species of the animal, 
the number of animals in the shipment, 
the purpose for its movement, the address 
at which it was loaded and the address of 
its destination. Additionally, the ICVI in-
cludes the official identification number of 
the animal from its official ear tag.

National Uniform Eartagging System
 The NUES system has historically 
been used for disease testing and inter-
state movement, though it is not a specific 
disease program tag. These tags have also 
been frequently used by dairy producers 
as a means of identifying cattle for county, 
state and national 
Dairy Herd Infor-
mation (DHI) orga-
nizations.
 NUES tags are 
primarily made of 
metal, though small 
plastic tag options 
have also been ap-
proved. They come 
in silver and some 
other colors and are 
commonly referred 
to as “silver” or “brite” tags. Orange tags 
have been reserved for brucellosis vacci-
nation.
 The NUES for cattle has nine characters 
imprinted on the front of the tag. The first 
two digits or alpha characters represent the 
state or tribal code. The next three alpha 
characters are in alphabetical series; the 
last four digits are in a sequential series. 
An example of this would be: 23 ELV 
4574 or PA ELV 4574.
 On the back of the tag, is the official ear 
tag shield and either “VS” adjacent to the 
shield for tags purchased by APHIS Vet-
erinary Services (APHIS VS) or another 
code for tags purchased by states or tribes.
 These tags can also be printed with oth-
er information if they are large enough to 
do so.
 NUES tags are issued to federal and 
state animal health officials or accredited 
veterinarians and DHI organizations, who 
then distribute them to producers. NUES 
tags can also be purchased directly from 
a manufacturer authorized by state animal 
health officials. The records are main-
tained by the state or tribe or DHI. In some 
states, administration of these tags may be 
shared with the APHIS VS office.

Animal Identification Number
 The AIN system, commonly called the 
“840” system, was initiated by USDA in 
2004 to track animal movement through-
out life. It has been used primarily by the 
dairy industry.
 The AIN is a 15-digit code with 840 as 
the first three digits. This is the numeric 
code for the United States. An example of 
this would be: 840 003 123 456 789.
 AIN tags are plastic and can be used 
with or without radio frequency identifi-
cation (RFID). They come in a variety of 
sizes, shapes and colors. AIN tags are two-
piece tags—front and back—that are con-
nected by the tagging gun when they are 
applied to the animal’s ear.
 The tag front, visible from the front 
of the animal, is imprinted with the AIN, 
the official ear tag shield, the manufac-
turer’s trademark or logo and any other 
customized information requested by the 
producer. The tag back is imprinted with 

the official ear tag shield 
and the text “Unlawful to 
Remove.” Imprinting on 
tag backs is optional. If tag 
backs are blank, the “Un-
lawful to Remove” text 
will be carried on the tag 
front.

Registered Jerseys
 The American Jersey 
Cattle Association (AJCA) 
assigns registration num-

bers using one of two numbering sys-
tems—the 840 system or the American 
Identification (American ID) system—
based on the permanent identification pro-
tocol of the breeder.
 The American ID system was adopted 
in 1998 by the U.S. dairy industry as the 
universal identification system for all 
dairy cattle. The American ID is an eight-
digit number.
 Jersey breeders can permanently identi-
fy their animals using either JerseyTags® 
or tattoos or a combination of JerseyTags 
or DHI ear tags along with tattoos. The 
method of permanent identification deter-
mines which numbering system is used by 
the AJCA to assign registration numbers. 
In 2014, animals identified with Jersey-
Tags accounted for 57% of the animals 
registered.
 Jersey breeders who currently use the 
840 system are in compliance with the 
new rule for official identification for in-
terstate movement of cattle. However, ani-
mals tagged with the eight-digit American 
ID system after March 11, 2015, will also 
need to be tagged with an official tag using 
NUES or AIN if they are moved interstate 
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after March 11, 2015.
More Information

 This new rule differs from the National 
Animal Identification System launched by 
USDA in 2006 and later discontinued due 
to lack of producer support. The Animal 
Disease Traceability (ADT) efforts are led 
by the states and tribes with collaboration 
of USDA. The ADT provides maximum 
flexibility for states and tribes and produc-
ers to work together to find solutions that 
meet their needs yet maintain traceability.
 The phase-out period of the American 
ID numbering system, which concludes 
March 11, 2015, was set at two years as 
a practical measure, to make change less 
burdensome for producers and give them 
opportunity to deplete current tag invento-
ries.
 Tags applied before this deadline are 
considered to be official for the life of the 
animal and will be grandfathered in; they 
should not be removed.
 If you have additional questions, please 
contact Erick Metzger, Manager Herd 
Services, by phone at 614/322-4450 or by 
email at emetzger@usjersey.com.


